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Part 1 - How & Where to Start 

 

 Where we garden – most of us live on the edge of 2 ecosystems:  Prairie and Foothills 

 Land of Extremes and Colorful Characters – characterized by intense sunshine, high temps, lower 

humidity, variable rain, and chinook zones with strong winds.  Celebrate the uniqueness of our region. 

 Why Consider Native Plants? Native plants are well adapted to our climate, they use less water, take 

less care, support the birds, bees and butterflies and blend with our natural surroundings. 

 

1. Designing a Native Plant Garden – Getting Started 

 Vision – What do you want? 

 Function – What do you need? 

 Observation – What do you have? 

 Observation – Soils – know what you have – test it 

 Site Analysis – Inventory of existing and putting it all together by creating a Base Map 

 Development – Ways to create the design 

a) Design in plan view 

b) Design on a picture 

c) Lay out in-field 

 

2.  Design Tips for Choosing Plants 

 Match the plants to the site 

 Group like water plants together - Hydrozoning  

 Start with the structural plants – the bones of the garden 

Featured plants:  Bigtooth Maple - Acer grandidentatum; Wafer Ash – Ptelia trifoliata; 

Fernbush – Chamaebatiaria millifolium; Manzanata – Arctostaphylos x coloradoensis; 

Juniperus scopulorum ‘Woodward’ 

 Consider the mature size of the plants, use filler plants at planting until others grow 

 Plant in mass for visual impact 

 Repetition for balance and unity 

 Consider seasonal interest 

 Look beyond the bloom 

 Play with texture 

Featured plants:  Alkali Sacaton – Sporobolus airoides; Prairie Dropseed - Sporobolus 

heterolepis; Yellow Indian Grass - Sorghastrum nutans 

 

 

 



Part 2 – Simple Ideas & Tools for Success 

 

1.  Design application – start small 

 Rule of attrition 

 Under-plant existing landscape / create layers 

 Remove some grass  

 Re-work a section of your yard 

 Garden Examples 

2.  Implementation – be manipulative 

 How to remove sod 

a) Best done when grass is green and actively growing in the spring or fall 

b) Cut out the sod with a sod cutter then till the soil – be sure to get all the roots.   

c) Sheet mulch 

d) Use a glyphosate - based herbicide (chemicals in the environment ) 

e) Solorization (kills all beneficial mycorrhizae and insects along with weed seeds) 

 Soil amendments - Most Importantly:  loosen compacted soil 

Personally, I amend with about 10% Planters Mix and 20% squeegee or expanded shale mixed 

with native soil to improve aeration 

 Mulch - Rock mulch is typically best, apply 2”-3” thick, vary size of rock for a more natural look 

 Planting tips and techniques – Early spring is best planting time, plant when dormant if possible 

early in the season to take advantage of spring moisture.  Choose a cloudy day or provide shade 

if possible for a few days if hot.  Remove soil from roots to help integrate the plant into its new 

environment.  Check spacing of plants for growth and development 

 Water for establishment – It takes up to 3 years to be fully established - rule of thumb, water 

less frequently with deep soakings  

3.  Maintenance  

 Practice prevention - Keep your plants healthy, welcome natural pest enemies, learn your allies 

and support them 

 Make sure you have a problem - Know your enemies, identify your pest, practice tolerance, 

have patience - give your natural controls time to catch up 

 Use less toxic pest control choices - Go organic when possible, if you must spray, consider the 

product and timing 

4. Tools for success  

 Stay true to your goals… A Native Garden 

 Do your homework… good decisions are made with good information  

 Know the players… soil, microclimates, plants 

 Be manipulative… amend soil, divert water, use boulders & mulch 

 Insurance… do most of the work in the front end, plan, prepare the soil, pamper a bit… water 

when thirsty  

5. Where to find plants:  Ft. Collins Nursery, Harlequins Gardens in Boulder, Gardens on Spring Creek 

Plant Sale (May 12-14, 2017), High Country Gardens Catalog 


